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At a Feb. 23 press conference in Montevideo, Andres Tierno, president of the state-run National
Petroleum Administration (ANCAP), said that 11 transnational oil companies have expressed
interest in off-shore exploration contracts. After the bidding and selection process is complete,
according to Tierno, operations should be underway within about a year. The following companies
have responded to the government's call for bids: Exxon Company International (US), Deminex
(Germany), BP Explorations (United Kingdom), Petrobras Internacional S.A. (Brazil), BHP Petroleum
(New Ventures Inc., Australia), Hunt Overseas Oil Company (US), Sun Oil International Inc. (UK),
Shell Uruguay Limitada, Pluspetrol (Argentina), Pecten International Company (US), and Texaco
Uruguay Exploraciones. Plans for off-shore exploration were based in part in recommendations by
Petrocanada International Assistance Corporation. (Basic data from AFP, 02/23/91)
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